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Good norning and al oha, and wel cone to the 10'" annua
Access to Justice Conference. 1'd like to start by thanking the
Access to Justice Comm ssion for sponsoring today’s event, and
by acknow edgi ng ny good friend and fornmer coll eague, Comm ssion
Chair Justice Sineon Acoba, for his |eadership of the
Conmi ssion. | also want to thank Dean Avi Soifer and the
WIlliamS. Richardson School of Law for hosting the conference.

In addition, I would |like to acknow edge Bob LeC air and
t he Hawaii Justice Foundation, the Cades Foundation, Pat Mu-
Shim zu and Howard Luke of the Hawaii State Bar Associ ation, as
wel |l as the countless attorneys, staff, and volunteers who are
doi ng amazing things to increase access to justice throughout
the state.

Mahal o to everyone who has worked so hard to plan today’s
conference, including Carol Mranaka and the Access to Justice
Comm ssion’s Education Commttee, and all of the distinguished
speakers and panelists who will be participating at today’s
conference. And I'd like to extend a personal nahalo to the
wonen at the Wonen’s Community Correctional Center who nmade

these beautiful lei for the speakers today.



WI1l you please join me in acknow edgi ng everyone who
hel ped nake this conference possible?

| would also like to extend a warm al oha to Chi ef Judge
Robert Katzmann of the U S. Court of Appeal for the Second
Circuit, who will present the keynote address today. Thank you
for joining us here today, and for your |eadership in providing
high quality legal services to immgrants.

And finally, I would Iike to acknow edge the staff and
attorneys of Hawaii’s | egal services providers who are here with
us today. Thank you for all you do for your clients, working
with [imted resources, and in the face of great chall enges.

We have an extraordinary access to justice novenent here in
Hawai i, whi ch has acconplished sone very significant things with
limted resources. It truly is a grass roots novenent, nmade up
of people who are passionate about providing justice for all,
and who are willing to work hard make it a reality. W have
strong organi zations that provide the framework for that effort —
the Hawaii State Bar Association, the Wlliam S. R chardson
School of Law, |egal service providers, the Access to Justice
Comm ssion, and the Legislature. As a result of that hard work,
peopl e from around the country have begun to | ook closely at our
efforts, and have begun to invest in what we are doing, to see
how far forward we can nove, and whether our innovations could

wor k el sewher e.



For exanple, in 2016, Hawaii was awarded a $100, 000
“Justice for All” grant fromthe Public Wl fare Foundati on and
t he Kresge Foundation. W used those funds to bring people
together fromacross the state to identify new ways to neet the
of ten staggering challenges that people face in obtaining
justice for the nost fundanental hunman needs. Sonme great ideas
canme out of that process, and we have received additional
funding fromthose foundations and fromthe Hawaii Justice
Foundation to inplement them One will utilize what are being
called “community navigators” -- trusted |leaders in the
community who people turn to when they don’'t know where else to
go. They m ght be a respected coach or teacher, a church
pastor, or a kupuna in the community. The goal is to identify
these comunity | eaders and provide themw th the necessary
tools and information so that they can hel p nenbers of the
community access |egal resources. Another initiative, which has
been chanpi oned by Rep. Della Au Belatti, involves the formation
of an interagency roundtable, which, nmuch |Iike what was done on
the federal |evel during the Gbhama adm nistration, wll bring
toget her representatives fromdifferent state agencies to nore
effectively coordinate the efforts of state prograns that help
t he vul nerabl e and underserved.

In addition to the JFA grant, thanks to the | eadership of

the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii and its Executive Director



Nal ani Fujinori Kaina, Hawaii and Al aska were awarded a $1
mllion grant from M crosoft Corporation, in partnership with
Legal Services Corporation and Pro Bono Net, to build a |egal
services portal for Hawaii and Al aska. The goal of this project
is to develop an on-line |egal service platformto help people
identify | egal problens, and then access resources to address
both their legal issues and related needs. W want to nake it
as user friendly as possible through the devel opnent of
“curated” experiences. Also, as the portal gains experience
assisting people, it will use artificial intelligence to |learn
fromthat experience, so that it can provide nore hel pfu
information. The portal is currently being built, and is
expected to have a “soft” rollout by the end of the year.

Not ably, the Pew Charitable Trust, which has been a maj or
participant in efforts to reformthe crimnal justice system
nationally and here in Hawaii, has recently begun addressing
unmet civil legal needs. They are particularly focused on both
the portal project and the use of online fornms of dispute
resolution as a neans to nake courts nore accessible to people
who might otherwi se be left out. Their involvenent is another
encour agi ng devel opnment and has the potential to open the door
to additional resources.

Thanks to these initiatives and the tireless effort of all

t hose individuals here who have volunteered tine, talent, and



resources to support increased access to justice, we have the
opportunity to nmake a positive inpact on the |ives of

i ndi vi dual s who desperately need help. Renenber, we're only as
good as the next person who wal ks into a courthouse representing
t hemsel ves, who is scared and uncertai n about the process, and
who is seeking justice. W have so much work to do, but we have
a strong foundation to build on going forward.

We woul d not be where we are today wi thout every single
person involved — every organi zation that stood up to advocate
for justice on behalf of those whose voice otherwi se wouldn’t be
heard, every attorney who took tinme away fromtheir work to
volunteer at a self-help center, every ATJ conm ssioner or
conmittee nmenber who brainstorned, debated, and toiled over the
vision for ATJ in Hawaii. Thank you to each of you.

As | look around this room | see many people who have been
advocating for increased access to the courts and increased
support for |egal service providers, including sone who have
been doing so since before there was an ATJ conm ssion, before
Hawai i received national attention for its ATJ efforts, and
before the phrase “access to justice” represented a national
nmovenent in its own right. One such person is Gary Slovin
Gary is an HIF board nenber, and an ATJ comm ssioner. Gary is
sonmeone who does not seek the spotlight, but I'd Iike to take a

nmoment today to acknow edge his extraordinary contributions to



the access to justice novenent in Hawaii. Gary has been a
lifel ong advocate for those who are marginalized and w t hout
power, going back to his first years as an attorney in
Phi | adel phia, where he did pro bono work for the civil rights
and anti-war novenents. In Hawaii, he has used his
extraordinary skills in governnmental relations to advance the
cause of access to justice, such as serving as a key player in
the group that successfully advocated to get the Indigent Legal
Assi stance Fund, or |LAF, nade permanent. |LAF helps to fund
| ow-i nconme service providers, and is a crucial source of
financial support for many | egal services providers in the
state. Gary has continued to tirelessly advocate for funding
for legal services providers at the |egislature every year,
representing both the ATJ Comm ssion and HIF -- all pro bono!
Last session, the |egislature appropriated $450,000 for civil
| egal services for indigent residents — we are grateful for that
support.

Gary, your advocacy is consistent and yet agile, principled

and practical, and always inforned by your passionate comm tnent

to providing justice for all. Thank you for all you have
contributed to ATJ efforts in Hawaii. Because of your
dedi cation to ATJ, |, on behalf of the Hawaii Suprene Court,

Representative Della Au Belatti, on behalf of the |egislature,



and Justice Acoba, on behalf of the ATJ Comm ssion, would |ike
to present you with certificates of recognition.
Gary, thank you again for all you have done and continue to

do for ATJ efforts in Hawaii .



